
Information for the Citizens of Fort Wright 

Winter 2011     

See Inside: 

• Snow Emergency Procedures  

• Museum Events 

• Entertainment Books 

• Tax Bill Information 

City Offices Closed 

City Offices will be closed on 
the following dates for the 

Holidays: 

Friday, December 23 

Monday, December 26 

Monday, January 2 

Monday, February 20 

Fort W
right W

ebsite 

www.fortwright.com 

Christmas Trees 

Christmas trees will be mulched on January 11th, 

please drop off trees by January 10th.  Trees can be 

dropped off at the City Building anytime after           

December 27th.  An area will be marked as in years 

past.  Again, we ask that you remove all ornaments, 

twine, garland and wire from the trees. 

Long Time Police Officer Dean Russell has retired 

One of Fort Wright's Finest retired as a Police Officer from the City on October 31, 2011. 

Specialist Dean Russell is going to take life a little easier after approximately 36 plus years 

of dedicated service to the City of Fort Wright both as a paid employee and a volunteer. If 

you see Dean please wish him the best and thank him for his dedicated, professional and 

loyal service to the City of Fort Wright. Dean will not only be greatly missed by the Police 

Department but by everyone that has worked with him over the years. Dean has worked for 

every Department in the City at one time or another and he has been involved in almost 

every major event in the City either as a Police Officer, Fire Fighter, Photographer whatever 

he could do to help. I thank Dean for his service, Congratulate him on his retirement and 

wish him the best in his future endeavors.  

Congratulations and Good Luck Dean! 



7th Annual Civil War Christmas in Fort Wright, Kentucky on December 11th 

The City of Fort Wright, Kentucky and the James A. Ramage Civil War Museum are proud to present the 7th 

Annual Civil War Christmas on Sunday, December 11, 2011 from noon – 5 PM. It is Christmas of 1862 again! 
 

Learn how civilians and soldiers celebrated the holiday season in the midst of war at our 7th Annual Civil War 

Christmas. The James A. Ramage Civil War Museum will feature period decorations inside and out and will 

give children the chance to make ornaments from materials similar to those used almost 150 years ago.            

Displays and demonstrations will inform you about a soldier’s life during the Christmas holidays, their letters 

home, and period customs of the mid-nineteenth century. Additionally, the museum's gift shop will be open to 

help guests with their holiday shopping needs.  
 

Mayor Joe Nienaber has confirmed that Santa Claus will be visiting at the museum and there will be lots of hot 

chocolate provided while you await his arrival. Santa’s visit also includes plenty of children’s activities and 

you are welcome to take your child’s picture with him!  
 

Enjoy the decorations, exhibits, and demonstrations, and perhaps do some holiday shopping for the Civil War 

buff in your family. Please remember that our 2012 museum memberships make a perfect holiday present and 

are only $20.00 per person or $35.00 for a family membership. Buy a $20.00 membership and get $5.00 off on 

our new Civil War t-shirt! Buy a $35.00 family membership get $7.50 off on our new Civil War t-shirt! Note 

that 100% of the 2012 membership sales will benefit the museum.  
 

The museum is located at 1402 Highland Avenue, Fort Wright, KY 41011.  
 

The Museum will Close for Winter break beginning December 12, 2011.  

The Museum will re-open in February, a specific date has not yet been established, please check City website 

for updates. 

Entertainment Books 

The Fort Wright Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., is selling the Entertainment Book again this year.   

The books are currently available for Sale for $30.  Once again, there are bonus savings cards with these 

books, These cards are $5 off any purchase at each of the following locations: Marco’s Pizza; Lazer Kraze; 

Buca di Beppo; Grandview Tavern & Grille; Monster Mini Golf and at Laser Adventure.  These coupons are 

the size of a credit card, so you can slip them in your wallet and always have them (until you use them), with-

out needing to remember to take your book.  These are one-time coupons.  There are also two Kroger coupons, 

for $5 off $75 order.   

Stop by the City Office to pick up your book today!   

Checks should be made payable to Fort Wright Volunteer Fire Department Inc. 

SNOW EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

By City ordinance, in the event of a “Snow Emergency”, residents have three 

hours to remove their vehicles from the streets. Police officers are authorized to 

tow or affix a citation to any vehicle parked on a City street during this time. 

Please cooperate when a Snow Emergency is declared, in the interest of public 

safety, so that police, fire, and ambulance vehicles can safely and quickly access 

each residence and place of business in the City. 



Holiday Trash Collection:   

(This has been copied straight from Rumpke’s website. 

 

Christmas Day: Sunday, December 25, 2011  
There will be NO DELAYS, as the holiday falls on a Sunday. 
 

New Year's Day 2012: Sunday, January 1, 2012  
There will be NO DELAYS, as the holiday falls on a Sunday. 

2011 PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS 
 

Tax bills were sent out at the end of September.  If you have not received your tax bill  and are responsible to pay it, 

please contact the City Office.  If you did receive the property tax bill, but have an escrow account from which the 

property tax is paid, please be make sure you have forwarded the bill to your mortgage company.  With the holiday 

schedule for this year, the City Office will not be open on December 31st, therefore, walk-in payments must be in by 

Friday, December 30, 2011.  The property tax payments MUST be postmarked by no later than December 31st.  If 

they are later than that date, penalty and interest fees will be added to the property tax bill.  If you drop your bill in 

the mail on December 31st,, it may not be postmarked until January 2nd or 3rd, making it delinquent, so if you will be 

mailing your payment, we recommend that you put it in the mail by no later than December 30, to ensure proper 

postmark. 
 

Please note the following with regard to the holidays and City office hours.  Regular City office hours are from 7:30 

A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. City Offices will be closed on Friday, December 23, Monday, December 

26 and will not be open on Saturday, December 31, 2011.  City Administration Office will be open on Friday,        

December 30th  from 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 PM, for acceptance of tax payments. Walk-in payments for 2011 property tax 

bills must be made by Friday, December 30th  at the close of business at 5:00 PM.  There is also a mail slot in the 

front door of the City Building for you to place your property tax bill payments before or after City office hours, 

prior to December 31st.   For any additional questions, please call (859) 331-1700.  

Happy Birthday! 

December 

December 15 - Police Officer George Kreutzjans 

December 21 - Police Officer Mark Spanyer 

January 

January 8 - Firefighter/EMT Greg Aylor 

January 11 - Firefighter/EMT Mike Gorman 

February 

February 6 - Firefighter/EMT Jared Powers 

February 16 - Police Specialist Andrew Vonderhaar 

February 16 - Firefighter/EMT Tim Deye 

February 24 - Police Sergeant Marc Schworer 



Heating Season Safety 
Submitted by Stephen Schewe, Fort Wright Fire Department  

 
It happens every fall and winter. The weather turns cold and people turn on the space heaters to keep 

warm. There’s always someone who inadvertently starts a fire . . .  
By putting a heater too close to their bed, drapes, furniture and other combustible materials. there are 
the people who end up having fires because the heater is left on all night or the appliance tips over.  
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) says heating devices are the leading cause of fires in 
the home during December, January, and February. All kinds of space heating equipment are involved 
in fires in the home: portable electric heaters, wood stoves, fireplaces, portable kerosene heaters, and 
room gas heaters. But these fires don’t have to happen. Most fires with space heaters are preventable 
if the following key safety measures are followed. 
• Provide all home heating devices with at least three feet of clear space that is away from beds, 

drapes, furniture, and other combustible materials. 
• Heating devices should be inspected and cleaned on a regular basis. 
• Examine gas lines for punctures or splits. Check the connectors and valves for leaks. 
• Never leave space heaters on while you’re sleeping. 
• Leave space for air to circulate around heaters and other heat-producing equipment, such as copy 

machines, coffeemakers, and computers. Keep appliances away from anything that might catch 
fire. Do not stack books or papers on top of computer monitors. 

• Designate someone to turn off or unplug all appliances at the end of each work day at work. 
• Have chimneys and fireplaces cleaned regularly. 
• Keep sparks and embers inside the fireplace with fire screens made of heat-tempered glass or 

sturdy metal. 
• Burn dry, well-seasoned hard wood because it’s the most efficient fuel. 
• Most fires in wood stoves, fireplaces, and chimneys occur because of a lack of regular cleaning, 

leading to the buildup of creosote (the residue of unburned fuel). 
• Heating equipment that burns fuel is a potential source of carbon monoxide (CO). CO is an odor-

less, colorless, poisonous gas that is created when fuel burns incompletely. Install CO alarms in 
your home to provide you with an early warning if CO is accumulating. 

• Because fire can grow and spread quickly, having working smoke alarms in your home can mean 
the difference between life and death. If you do not have a smoke alarm, install one. But, these life
-saving devices are only effective when they’re working properly. Test your smoke alarms to make 
sure they are working. 

When temperatures drop, go ahead and use your heating appliances. We want you to be warm and 

cozy. But, we also want to make sure you’re safe. The Fort Wright Fire Department wants everyone to 

have a safe and happy fall and winter season! If you have any questions or are in need of additional 

information, please feel free to contact us at 331-2600 We would love to help you.  



AARP Mature Driver’s Safety Course to be 

offered by Fort Wright Fire Department.   

The date has not been set, but the course will be 

offered in the early Spring of 2012.  Please 

watch the Spring newsletter for information on 

this course. 

Calling for Emergency Services, such as Police, Fire and E.M.S. 
 

This is just a reminder that when you are on a cellular telephone dialing 911, the emergency 
dispatch that is contacted is where the cellular tower that your cellular telephone connects to is 

located. For example, you could be on River Road in Ludlow dialing 911 and your telephone 

could connect to a tower in Hamilton County or Cincinnati. Please pay attention when you call 

911 they should answer with Erlanger 911 or Covington 911. If you know you are in Fort 
Wright for example and the dispatcher advises they are Campbell County Dispatch ask to be 

transferred to Erlanger Dispatch. There are currently three dispatch centers in Kenton County: 

Covington – dispatches only for Covington 

Kenton County – dispatches for unincorporated Kenton County, Taylor Mill and Independence 

Erlanger – dispatches for all of the cities in Northern Kenton County, Fort Wright, Park Hills, 

Ludlow, Fort Mitchell, Lakeside Park/Crestview Hills, Villa Hills, Edgewood, Elsmere and   

Erlanger. 

 

The new technology that cellular telephones and the dispatch centers use has greatly reduced 

the problem of misdirected calls though it certainly has not eliminated the problem. 

 

Another issue is Voice Over IP telephone service, this type of service can cause problems if 

they are moved. For  example, you purchase your telephone service from Insight, go to            

Sarasota, Florida for three months, take your computer, and use the Voice Over IP service. You 

must contact Insight or whoever your telephone service provider is and register your Florida 

address with them. If you do not do so and you call 911 the dispatch center contacted will be in 
Northern Kentucky even though your emergency will be occurring in Sarasota, Florida. 

 

The Non-Emergency Contact number for Erlanger Dispatch is (859) 727-2424. 



City of Fort Wright 

409 Kyles Lane 

Fort Wright, KY 41011-5146 

859-331-1700 

WWW.FORTWRIGHT.COM 

DISCLAIMER: The City of Fort Wright hereby disclaims any and all responsibility for the opinion, statement, representations, 
and proposals in the advertisements included in this newspaper, which are those of the advertisers only, and not those of the 
City of Fort Wright. 

Val W. Dolwick 

Handyman Service Plus 

Light Remodeling, Plumbing, Electric  

Garage Door and Operator   Service 

Landscape Walls and Pavers 

Water Gardens and Railings 
 

Fort Wright Resident for 45 Years 

Home Telephone 859-331-3282 
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ST. CHARLES Adult Day Health Program 

           Offers day-time respite in a health-oriented, safe 

            environment which includes: 

     * social activities            * medication administration 

*meals and snacks          * personal care 

* therapeutic services      * transportation 

Call today to schedule a tour. 

Laura Cardosi, RN  Program Director 

859-331-3224 ext. 116 

www.stcharlescare.org 

Sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame  

              Adult Daycare 
• Support Care Services 

• Cognitive Care 

• Memory Fitness 

• Chronic Disease Support 

• Medication Management 

• Activities/Healing Gardens 

• Daily Mass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

401 E 20th St.  Covington, KY  41014  
859-283-6900  

          In Home Senior Care 
• Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care 

• Bathing/Incontinence Care 

• Ambulation and Transfer  

• Medication Reminders 

• Light  Housekeeping/Laundry 

• Errands/Companionship 

• Respite Care for Family  


