HISTORY

Fort Wright originated as a defensive position during the
Civil War to protect Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky
during the feared invasion of Confederate troops in the
summer of 1862. It was named for General Horatio
Governor Wright, an engineer from Connecticut who
also designed the Washington Monument.

The early development of the City started with commercial
activity along Dixie Highway. A series of popular
restaurants that started in Park Hills, a neighboring city
to the north, extended into Fort Wright, and was known
as the “Gourmet Strip”. Oelsner’s Tavern was a favorite
eating and drinking establishment of the Cincinnati Reds
baseball players. The Lookout House provided casino
style gambling and entertainment until 1951 when the
legal authorities brought a halt to this activity. The
building was later destroyed by fire in 1973.

Residential growth in the late 1930°s and early 1940’s led
to the incorporation of the City in 1941. The City grew
rapidly after World War II, a trend that continued into
the 1960’s. Growth historically was also derived from
annexation of adjoining land and by a merger with three
adjacent communities; Lakeview, Lookout Heights and
South Hills.

CURRENT SITUATION

The 2000 U.S. Census showed that the City had 5,681
residents. In 2005 the Census estimate was 5,438. The
City is mostly built-out. New residential development
has occurred along Amsterdam Road in the vicinity of
Fort Henry Drive. Commercial and office development
is occurring along Dixie Highway, north of Kyles
Lane, at the site of a former drive-in theater. Major
new commercial development is anticipated along the
Madison Pike (K'Y 17) corridor, which is one of the most
utilized arterial roads in Kenton County. This corridor,
which contains interstate access to [-275, provides
excellent opportunities for new development. Wal-
Mart recently opened a superstore in the corridor and
numerous outlots have been developed around the site.
In response to this activity the City in conjunction with

Source: NKAPC

the NKAPC, prepared the Madison Pike Corridor Land
Use and Economic Development Study, to plan for and
guide development along the corridor. More detail on this
study can be found in Chapter 3.3.

One primary result of this study is the creation of Form
District Zoning for the corridor. Form District Zoning
utilizes design elements and special ancillary uses to
create the desired physical appearance and function in
contrast to Euclidian zoning with its segregated land uses
and its standardized prescriptive regulations.

The City has recently conducted an archeological
investigation at Battery Hooper, a part of the original
Civil War fort, and opened of the James A. Ramage Civil
War Museum. The City has also developed a Nature
Center with hiking trails along Highland Pike.

FUTURE PLANS

The City plans to continue its effort at developing Battery
Hooper Park and implementing recommendations of
the Madison Pike Corridor Land Use and Economic
Development Study. They will also continue efforts
on redevelopment potential for Dixie Highway and in
implementing recommendations of the Dixie Highway
Corridor Access Management Redevelopment Plan (The
Dixie Fix).

UTILITIES AND SERVICES

POLICE PROTECTION:
Fort Wright Police Department
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FIRE PROTECTION/EMS:
Fort Wright Volunteer Fire Department

ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT:
Transcare (joint contract with other cities)

WATER SUPPLY:
Northern Kentucky Water District

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL:
Private Contractor negotiated by the City

SCHOOLS

City residents are served by the following public schools
within the Kenton County School district.

ELEMENTARY:
Fort Wright Elementary, R. C. Hinsdale Elementary or
River Ridge Elementary

MIDDLE SCHOOL.:
Turkeyfoot Middle School or Woodland Middle School

HIGH SCHOOL:
Dixie Heights High School or Scott High School

Parochial schools provide county wide service.
Elementary/Middle School age students can attend the
St. Agnes School located within the City. High school
students can attend Covington Catholic High School
(male) or Notre Dame Academy (female) both located
along Dixie Highway just north of the City in the City of
Park Hills.

RECREATION

Listed below are public recreation facilities provided by
the City. Private recreation facilities, such as bowling
alleys, roller rinks, and movie theaters are available as
well. A listing of private facilities can be found in Chapter
6 of the 2001 Comprehensive Plan.

Park Road Park, a 1.1 acre mini park with playground
equipment,

City Hall, a 5.1 acre neighborhood park with playground
equipment.
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Fort Wright Nature Center, a 1.6 acre neighborhood park off
Highland Avenue with trails.

Battery Hooper Park and the James A. Ramage Civil War
Museum, a 17 acre park at the site of a Civil War battery.
The museum preserves and interprets Northern Kentucky’s
unique role in the Civil War through archaeology, education
and research.

TRANSPORTATION

The City is connected to I-71/75 at the Kyles Lane
interchange and to I[-275 at the Madison (KY 17)
interchange. Dixie Highway (US 25/42 & 127) transverses
the City and connects it to Park Hills on the east and Fort
Mitchell on the west.

The Transit Authority of Northern Kentucky (TANK)
provides service to Fort Wright by two daily routes:
Route 1 along Dixie Highway, and Route 4 that provides
service along Highland Pike, Kyles Lane, Sleepy Hollow
Road and Amsterdam Road. Express service is provided
on weekdays by Route 30X from the park and ride at
TANK on Madison Pike (KY 17).

The Dixie Highway Corridor Access Management
Redevelopment Plan (The Dixie Fix) makes a variety
of short-term and long-term recommendations within
the City of Fort Wright. These recommendations can be
found on map(s) that accompany the study.

Following is a list of some of these recommendations.
A complete listing for each city along Dixie Highway
may be found within the study. For more information
on the Dixie Highway Corridor Access Management
Redevelopment Plan (The Dixie Fix) see Chapter 3.5,
Transportation.

e Closing a variety of driveways and providing access
via other streets or building new access streets

e Restricting access, and creating right in/out exits for
various businesses along Dixie Highway

e Adding sidewalks in various locations
e Realign Kyles lane with George Huser Drive

e  Build left turn lanes in various places

The Kenton County Bicycle Plan denotes those portions
of the Dixie Highway (US25/42 & 127), Madison Pike
(KY 17), and Highland Pike that run through the City as
primary bikeways.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

Impervious Surfaces: (roads, roof tops, parking lots)
prevent storm water from entering the soil and is a
major source of pollutants that contaminants the natural
drainage system. Sub-watersheds with impervious
surfaces between 10 to 25 percent have streams that
are impacted and aquatic life under stress. Of the 2,917
acres that comprise the City, 385 acres or 17.5 percent
are covered with impervious surfaces. Fort Wright lies
within six sub-watersheds; Ohio River, Licking River
#37, Banklick Creek #35, Horse Branch, Banklick Creek
#33, Banklick Creek #30. The total area of this group is
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impervious surfaces. Fort Wright comprises 8.8 percent of ®Office B Industrial
the impervious surfaces in this group of sub-watersheds. ® Public/Semi-Public O Recreation and Open Space
B Roadways (ROW) Wl Other
Tree Cover Canopy: Fort Wright has approximately 1 AND USE COMPOSITION
32 percent of its area covered by tree canopy. It is
recommended that cities strive for 40 percent tree canopy Fort Wright Kenton County
cover. Land Use Acres Perg;r‘:t of Acres Percent
. . : . Agriculture 31.88 1.45% | 32288 | 31.1%
F"; mf%“na“"“ha?ut mpervious S‘grface;’ tree SANOPY " Single-Famiy | 707.53 | 32.20% | 29485 | 28.4%
?ll’l Su .-WfflteI'S € . S S€€ . apter 3.1. or a 1t10r‘1a MUltl-Famlly 81.14 3.69% 1142 1.1%
information about impervious surfaces and water quality [~ Commercial 191.64 8.72% 1557 15%
see Chapter 3.6. Office 22.28 1.01% 415 0.4%
Industrial 107.9 4.91% 1765 1.7%
LAND/POPULATION STATISTICS ﬁzg::g’sem" 1263 | 575% | 3841 | 3.7%
R fi
Land area in acres 2,917 O([a)(;rneasé)oarl:nd 19.36 0.88% 3011 2.9%
Land area in square miles 4.56 Rights-of-Way | 454.04 | 20.66% | 8098 7.8%
Persons / square mile 1,246 8LherRl 455.33 285(2)2? 211 (1) gg zg)ng)
- io River .00% 0%
Total population (2000 Census) 2881 | [otal 219743 [100.00% (103820 | 100.0%
Male 2,758
Female 2,932
2005 Population estimate 5,438

Source: NKAPC
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 2006-2026 : 4 Vision for Kenton County's Future

CITY DEMOGRAPHICS!
White 5,646 97.3 142,357 94.0
African American 56 1.0 5,810 3.8
Latin American 39 0.7 1669 1.1
Asian 45 0.8 894 0.6
Other Race 16 0.3 881 0.5
Under 5 years 352 6.2 11,085 7.3
18 years and over 4,459 78.5 111,565 73.7
65 years and over 883 15.5 16,769 12.4
Median age 39.3 345
Educational Attainment
No diploma 281 7.0 17,493 17.9
High school graduate /equivalency 948 23.7 31,859 32.6
Some college / associate degree 1,250 31.2 26,679 27.3
College degree or higher 1,527 38.1 22,282 22.8
Economic Data
Persons in labor force 3,085 67.4 80,078 69.1
Unemployment rate 1.8 35
Mean travel time to work 19.3 229
Living and working in city 267 8.9 na na
Work at home 57 1.9 1,563 21
Percent in car-pools 53 11.0
Percent using public transportation 2.7 34
Median household income 52,394 43,906
Families below poverty 60 3.9 2,797 71
Persons below poverty 219 3.9 13,487 9.0
Housing Data
Total housing units 2,573 63,571
Owner occupied 1,744 71.8 39,467 66.4
Renter occupied 686 28.2 19,977 33.6
Vacant units 143 5.6 4127 6.5
Median value 136,200 105,600
Average household size 2.34 2.52
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation Implementation Status
Continue to implement recommendations of the
Madison Pike Corridor Land Use and Economic - General
Development Study.
Coordinate with other cities and the Kentucky See chapter 3.5 - Pg 116 for more details on the study. A
Transportation Cabinet to implement the copy of the study is also available at the NKAPC office or Long-term
recommendations in the Dixie Fix Study. website — www.nkapc.org

Continue development of the Battery Hooper

Park and James A. Ramage Museum. ) General
Coordinate efforts with other cities within the
Ohio River, Licking River #37, Banklick Creek
#35 and Horse Branch sub-watersheds to take - General
measures to minimize impacts of impervious
surfaces.
The City is encouraged to implement the recom- | See chapter 3.5 — Pg 125 for more details on the Plan. A
mendations in the Kenton County Bicycle Plan. copy of the Plan is also available on the NKAPC website General
— www.nkapc.org
The update to the Model Zoning Ordinance, when complet-
The City is encouraged to review and adopt ed, will provide new techniques and methods for implement- Short-term

pertinent sections of the Model Zoning Ordinance | ing land use and development recommendations found in
the is Plan Update.

Map 4.10 on the following page illustrates the recommended land use map for the city.
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ENDNOTES

1. Prepared By: Northern Kentucky Area Planning
Commission, 2006. Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
2000 Census, NKAPC PlanNet GIS
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